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CLINICAL SCIENCE IN
THE POST-GENOMIC
ERA — CHALLENGES AND
OPPORTUNITIES

Keith Peters, Cambridge, UK

From 1987 to 2005, Professor Sir Keith
Peters FRS PMedSci has been Regius
Professor of Physic in the University of
Cambridge where he was head of the
School of Clinical Medicine. He was the
President of the Academy of Medical
Sciences (2002-2006).

He graduated in Medicine from the
Welsh National School of Medicine in
1961. After posts in the University of
Birmingham, the National Institute for
Medlical Research at Mill Hill and the
Welsh National School of Medicine, he
was appointed Lecturer in Medicine
and Consultant Physician at the Royal
Postgraduate Medical School (RPMS),
Hammersmith Hospital.

Between 1969 and 1975 he was
successively Lecturer in Medicine,
Lecturer in Medicine and Immunology,
and Reader in Medicine, before being
appointed Professor of Medicine and
Director of the Department of Medicine
at the Royal Postgraduate Medical
School in 1977. Keith Peters’ research
interests centre on the immunology

of renal and vascular disease, and

in particular on how delineation of
immunological mechanisms can lead to
new therapies for these disorders.

He was Knighted in the 1993 New
Year’s Honours List and was made
Fellow of the Royal Society in 1995.
His major contributions to UK
medicine have been through the
promotion of clinical research. At

the RPMS he was responsible for
sustaining the outstanding reputation
of the Department of Medicine; and
in Cambridge under his leadership the
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University’s Clinical School has become
a major centre for medical research,
complementing Cambridge’s strengths
in basic biomedical science.

Professor Sir Keith Peters FRS is

an Honorary Fellow of Clare Hall,
Cambridge University and received

his Doctor of Medicine honoris causa
(Honorary Doctorate in Medicine) from
Bristol University. At the ceremony of
this distinction, Prof Peter Mathieson
said “Keith Peters came to personify
the Royal Postgraduate Medical School,
and its reputation for a stimulating
competitive atmosphere dedicated to
the pursuit of excellence in academic
medicine. Under his direction, the
Royal Postgraduate Medical School
grew in size and in stature, gaining

an international reputation for clinical
and laboratory research. It became

the “place to be” for all those aspiring
to careers in academic medicine. The
medical staff rounds, invariably chaired
by Keith Peters, became world-famous:
providing entertainment and education
in equal measure. Informative clinical
cases were presented and discussed in
a highly charged atmosphere notable
for intellectual jousting between
participants, with Keith acting as a
sometimes mischievous ring-master.”



