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Mel Greaves is Professor of Cell Biology
(University of London) at the Institute
for Cancer Research in London. He
received his PhD from the Faculty of
Medicine, London University in 1968,
after training as a biologist at the
University College. He was a research
scientist at the NMRI (Mill Hill) and at
the ICRF, first at the University College
and then at Lincoln’s Inn Fields, where
he set up his own group. From 1984 to
2003 he was Director of the Leukaemia
Research Fund Centre, Institute of
Cancer Research in London.

Mel Greaves is elected member of
EMBO (1984), Honorary MRCP (Royal
College of Physicians, London, 1986),
Fellow of the Academy of Medical
Sciences UK (FMedSci, 1999), and
Fellow of the Royal Society (FRS, 2003),
and has received numerous awards,
such as the King Faisal International
Prize for Medicine (1988), the Gold
Medal of the British Society for
Hematology (1999), and the José
Carreras Award (2001).

Mel Greaves was drawn to medical
research by his deep interest in
evolution and his conviction that
“Darwin’s key idea [has] massive social
and medical implications”. His book
“Cancer. The Evolutionary Legacy”
makes this case in a most convincing
manner.




